Drug transfer across the placenta. Considerations in treatment and research.
Using the pregnant woman as a means to medicate her fetus represents a new and exciting therapeutic approach in clinical pharmacology. In years to come, we will see an increase in the use of the currently accepted fetal therapies and an increase in the number of therapies available to the caregiver or clinician aimed at assisting the unborn child. The pharmacologist, through in vitro research that aids our understanding of the role of the placenta in fetal drug therapy, can contribute to the growth of this new field within the realm of obstetric medicine.